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Art Unit: 2683 

DETAILED ACTION 
Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

1 . The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(a) the invention was known or used by others in this country, or patented or described in a printed 
publication in this or a foreign country, before the invention thereof by the applicant for a patent 

2. Claims 1-13 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(a) as being anticipated by Bolon et 
al. (5,822,420). 

Regarding claim 1, Bolon et al. discloses a method for clearing an overload 
situation in a telecommunication system (abstract, fig. 2) comprising: 

a) a first network element (LE) (#28 fig. 2); 

b) a second network element (AN) (#26 fig. 2); 

c) subscriber ports (1 ; 1 1 , 12 , 13, . . .) comprised in said network elements (LE, 
AN) (fig. 3, col. 12 lines 38-44); and 

d) an interface (V5) connecting the subscriber ports of the first network element 
(LE) to the subscriber ports of the second network element (AN) (#28 fig. 3, col. 3 lines 
54-65), 

in which telecommunication system: 

e) a subscriber's call attempt is transmitted by the second network element (AN) 
to the first network element (LE) (fig. 2-3, col. 5 lines 4-67); 
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f) it is detected that the signaling channel between the network elements (LE, 
AN) and/or the first network element (LE) are/is overloaded (congestion/ failure) 
(abstract, col. 11 lines 1-25); 

g) the subscriber's call attempt is inhibited (rejected) in the first network element 
(LE) (col. 5 lines 4-48); 

h) characteri zed in that the method comprises the steps of: 

causing a notice advising that the subscriber's call attempt is to be inhibited in the 
second network element (AN) to be sent by the first network element (LE) to the second 
network element (AN) (fig. 6-9, col. 5 line 4-48); and 

i) inhibiting the subscriber's call attempt in the second network element (AN) 
(when there is no air channel or dsO is available, the AN 26 rejects the call in 
accordance with these protocols which means the second network element inhibiting 
the call attempt) (fig. 6-9, col. 2 lines 15-47, and, col. 5 line 4-48). 

Regarding claim 2, Bolon et al. further discloses method as defined in claim 1 , c 
h a r a c t e r i zed in that the subscriber's call attempt is inhibited (call is rejected) in the 
second network element (AN) during a period of time prescribed by the first network 
element (LE) (fig. 6, col. 5 lines 21-48). 

Regarding claim 3, Bolon et al. further discloses method as defined in claim 2, 
characterized in that the inhibition of the subscriber's call attempt in the second network 
element (AN) is cancelled if the overload situation in the signaling channel and/or first 
network element (LE) is cleared (when the channels are available and the call is 
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allowed in progress which means the inhibition is cancelled) (fig. 6, and 20, col. 5 line 4 
thru col. 6 line 33). 

Regarding claim 4, Bolon et al. further discloses Method as defined in claim 3, 
wherein the inhibition of the subscriber's call attempt in the second network element 
(AN) is cancelled even if the period of time prescribed by the first network element (LE) 
has not yet elapsed (when the channels are available and the call is in progress of 
connection in the predetermine period of time which means the inhibition is cancelled 
before the time period is elapsed) (fig. 6, and 20, col. 5 line 4 thru col. 6 line 33). 

Regarding claim 5, Bolon et al. further discloses method as defined in claim 4., 
wherein a priority class analysis regarding the subscriber is performed in the first 
network element (LE) (fig. 6, col. col. 6 lines 15-33); and the subscriber's call attempts 
are inhibited in the second network element (AN) if the result of the priority class 
analysis permits it (fig. 6, and 20, col. 6 lines 15-33). 

Regarding claim 6, Bolon et al. further discloses method as defined in claim 5, 
wherein in the case of a terminating call, the inhibition of the subscriber's call attempt in 
the second network element (AN) is cancelled (fig. 6, col. 5 lines 21-48); and the call is 
set up in the normal manner (fig. 6, col. 5 lines 21-67). 

Regarding claim 7, Bolon et al. further discloses method as defined in claim 6, 
wherein the interface (V5) is a V5.2 interface (col. 12 lines 45-67). 

Regarding claim 8, Bolon et al. discloses system for clearing an overload 
situation in a telecommunication system (abstract, fig. 2-3) comprising: 

a) a first network element (LE) (#28 fig. 2); 
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b) a second network element (AN) (#26 fig. 2); 

c) subscriber ports (1 ; 1 1 , 12, 13, . . .) comprised in said network elements (LE, 
AN) (fig. 3, col. 12 lines 38-44); and 

d) an interface (V5) connecting the subscriber ports of the first network element 
(LE) to the subscriber ports of the second network element (AN) (#28 fig. 3, col. 3 lines 
54-65), 

in which telecommunication system: 

a subscriber's call attempt is transmitted by the second network element (AN) to 
the first network element (LE) (fig. 2-3, col. 5 lines 4-67); 

Regarding claim 9, this claim is rejected for the same reason as set forth in claim 

3. 

Regarding claim 10, this claim is rejected for the same reason as set forth in 
claim 5. 

Regarding claim 1 1 , this claim is rejected for the same reason as set forth in 
claim 7. 

Regarding claim 12, Bolon et al. further discloses system as defined in claim 11, 
wherein the telecommunication system is a telephone exchange system (fig. 2). 

Regarding claim 13, Bolon et al. further discloses system as defined in claim 12, 
wherein the first network element (LE) is a telephone exchange (fig. 2). 

3. Any response to this action should be mailed to: 

Commissioner of Patents and Trademarks 
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Washington, D.C. 20231 
Or faxed to: 

703 308-9051, (for formal communication intended for entry) 

Or: 

(703) 305-9509 (for informal or draft communications, please label 

"PROPOSED" OR "DRAFT") 
Hand-delivered responses should be brought to Crystal Park II, 2121 
Crystal Drive, Arlington. VA. Sixth floor (Receptionist). 



Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Joseph D Nguyen whose telephone number is (703) 
605-1 301 . The examiner can normally be reached on 7:00 AM to 4:30 PM. 
If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, William Trost can be reached on (703) 308-5318. The fax phone numbers 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned are (703) 872- 
9314 for regular communications and (703) 872-9314 for After Final communications. 

Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application or 
proceeding should be directed to the receptionist whose telephone number is (703) 306- 
0377. 




Joseph Nguyen 
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SUPERVISORY PATENT EXAMINER 
TECHNOLOGY CENTER 2600 




Aug. 5, 2004 



